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The official newsletter of The Orthodox Anglican Church®. 

 

The Orthodox Anglican Herald is published quarterly by the Archdi-
ocesan Office of Communications, 

464 N County Home Road, Lexington, NC 27292. 
 

The publication schedule is: Lent/Easter, Trinitytide, Michaelmas, 
and Advent/Christmas. 

Photographs and other submissions are welcome, but should be 
submitted in electronic format.  

Editing/Layout/Publication: David Bessinger, 
dmbessinger@yahoo.co.uk 
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  464 N County Home Road 
  Lexington, NC 27292 
  336.236.9565 / 336.236.4822 (facsimile) 
 
St Andrew’s Theological College & Seminary 
  336.236.4816 
 
Issue (Crisis) Management: 704.604.8255 
 
Archbishop McLaughlin 
  abpmclaughlin@orthodoxanglican.net 
 
David Bessinger 
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Canon John D Kennedy, SSP 
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  hhawks@orthodoxanglican.net 
 
Fr Guy Dunklee, SSP 
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Fr Michael Clancy, SSP 
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port of the militant homosexual 
agenda embraced by so many in the 
Canterbury Communion. They were 
looking for an ecclesiastical home. 
They were looking for Episcopal lead-
ership, and were delighted to find the 
Orthodox Anglican Communion. 

Over the next several months, we 
were in regular communication. I was 
invited officially to inaugurate the new 
Orthodox Anglican Church of Ghana 
on Saturday, July 28—one year ex-
actly after the exodus from their for-
mer jurisdiction. 

The days I spent in Africa were busy 
but blessed. I held numerous meet-
ings with governmental and tribal 
leaders; a delightful time of conversa-
tion and prayer with Bishop John Mar-
tin Darko, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Sekondi; a national press conference; 
a thirty-minute television interview 
beamed by satellite throughout Africa; 
a parade with thousands thronging 
the streets of Sekondi; a military es-
cort by the Crusaders—the young 
people’s group—to the Inauguration 
Service, which lasted from 8:30AM to 
2:30PM; and the first Sunday service, 
consisting of Morning Prayer, Confir-
mation, and Holy Communion, and 
which lasted from 8:30AM to 4:30PM. 

The first church in Ghana will be the 
new Cathedral parish in Sekondi, 
called “The Cathedral Church of the 
Resurrection,” because—just as our 
Lord rose from the tomb—true Angli-
canism has now been resurrected 
from the death throes of heresy.  “We 
have been resurrected!” was a cry I 
heard during the celebratory parade 
held after the Inauguration Service. 
Thousands thronged the streets of 
Sekondi for this three-hour event, 
where two brass bands played hymns 
on either end of a seemingly endless 
stream of church members and 
friends. I was in the middle of all of 
this joyful excitement: waving and 
blessing the crowds while standing in 
the open sunroof of a jeep. I will never 
forget the experience! 

Archbishop McLaughlin’s visit to 
Ghana at the end of July brought con-
siderable media attention and drew 
crowds of thousands. 

Coverage of his visit ran on news net-
works throughout Africa and, report-
edly, on the BBC World Service. 

This much heralded visit to establish 
The Orthodox Anglican Church in 
Ghana moved His Grace deeply. 

Here, he shares some experiences 
and the joy of welcoming new Ortho-
dox Anglicans into our Communion. 

“I have come to Africa. I have come to 
Ghana. In your eyes, and by your 
love, I have seen the face of Jesus 
Christ.”  

These words introduced my sermon 
for Sunday, July 29th. This was the 
first sermon, of the first Eucharist, on 
the first Sunday in the life of the new 
Orthodox Anglican Church of Ghana.  
So many people were in attendance 
at this service that the entire event 
was celebrated outside to accommo-
date the crowds of worshippers. This 
Sunday was also the first Confirma-
tion held in the Church. It took about 
an hour and a half to confirm 107 
young people and adults that day. 

The establishment of the Orthodox 
Anglican Church of Ghana marks one 
of the most exciting points in the five 
decade history of our international 
Communion. My visit to this West Afri-
can nation is certainly one of the most 
remarkable of my life’s experiences. 

In March of this year, I was contacted 
by the Revd Fr Jacob Welbourne, 
former Dean of the Anglican Cathe-
dral in Sekondi, Ghana. He, several 
others of the Cathedral clergy, and 
most of the two thousand lay mem-
bers of the Cathedral were no longer 
officially “Anglican.” Months before, 
they had left the Anglican Communion 
over issues of open corruption, perse-
cution (during the separation five of 
our clergy and laity were thrown in jail 
by the Anglicans), and the tacit sup-

The tremendous amount of publicity 
surrounding my visit became news 
throughout the African continent, with 
reports on the BBC World Service. 
Members of the media had never 
heard any religious figure from Amer-
ica denouncing same-sex marriages 
and refusing to acknowledge the le-
gitimacy of practising homosexual 
clergy. They were astounded to learn 
that millions of Americans agree with 
the positions taken by the Orthodox 
Anglican Church. Large bold head-
lines screamed “Not All Americans 
Support Gay Bishops” in the newspa-
pers on the day I left Ghana. 

More Anglican clergy are now asking 
to be incardinated into the Orthodox 
Anglican Church in Ghana. Three par-
ishes are now formed with a fourth 
planned in Accra, the capitol. Revd 
Welbourne is the Vicar General of the 
Church pending the election and con-
secration of their bishop next Febru-
ary. I eagerly await the next opportu-
nity to be with the beautiful and godly 
people of our new Church in Ghana! 

 

Editor’s Note: Remember the 
archbishop in your prayers, as he 
journeys to India and Italy in Octo-
ber! 

��

!����������
������ ��
�������������
�������
*�	�
������������	������	
������
����������

His Grace conducted 107 Confirmations 
during the eight-hour inaugural service for 
The Orthodox Anglican Church in Ghana. 
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Despite the air 
conditioning, it 
felt at least 90 
degrees in the 
room. Pale sun-
s h i n e  w a s 
s t r e a m i n g 
through the thick 
curtains, unable 
to keep out the 
heat. After a full 
schedule of 
meetings and 
services, I found 
myself at the 
head of the as-

sembly room of the Mayor of Sekondi, 
Ghana in the late afternoon. It was 
time for my press conference with the 
national media in Ghana. With the 
emotional support of the clergy and 
laity of our Church sitting to my left, 
the room to my right was filled with 
print, radio, and national television 
reporters. Every word I said would be 
widely circulated, not only in Ghana, 
but throughout the African continent. 

They asked the expected questions. 
How many churches do you have 
around the world? What does 
“orthodox” mean? How many par-
ishes do you have in Ghana? What is 
your church’s position on homosexual 
clergy and same sex marriages? 
What about women priests? How do 
you differ from the Anglicans? The 
conference was going well. I was 
pleased. 

Then one of the print reporters put 
down his pencil and notepad, turned 
his eyes to me and asked, “Your 
Grace, what is your personal philoso-
phy of life?” 

I paused. This is a question every 
person should be able to answer. Yet 
I could not recall ever being asked 
briefly to state, on the record, the in-
ner core values of my life. “Your 
Grace, what is your personal philoso-
phy of life?” 

“Humility, Obedience, and Service: 
That is my personal philosophy of 
life.” In so many words I went on to 
explain that the first quality of every 
Christian soul is humility. One of my 
favourite quotes (which I have often 
used in ordination charges) is from 
Thomas A’Kempis’ Imitation of Christ: 
“It is better to be humble than to be 
learned.” Humility is the foundational 
characteristic upon which all other 

Christian virtues are built. Without 
genuine humility we remain trapped in 
the snares—and standards—of a 
world that knows not God. 

As an aside, I believe that true humil-
ity is often confused with weakness or 
cowardice. Humility is not inviting oth-

ers to use or abuse us: Christians are 
not to be “doormats for Jesus.” Humil-
ity is not avoiding confrontation, or 
even conflict, when such are neces-
sary. And humility is not a dithering 
indecisiveness regarding the will of 
God for our lives. True humility is a 
character trait born from a deep, per-
sonal comprehension of the grace of 
God. And because we can never fully 
comprehend God’s grace, humility is 
a virtue that develops over time and 
not a static achievement.  St. Paul is 
a good example of this process. Hav-
ing sinned greatly, he never lost sight 
of the stupendous fact of God’s grace 
personally experienced and appre-
hended in his life. Yet no one accuses 
St. Paul of shirking a confrontation for 
the sake of the Gospel, cowardice, or 
lack of conviction! 

I explained to the reporter that humil-
ity nurtures the detachment that nec-
essarily precedes knowing the will of 
God for your life; and is the quality 
that directs us to prompt and attentive 
obedience to God’s call. Obedience 
immediately follows humility, as we 
have stopped living and labouring for 
ourselves and now live and work for 
the King of the Kingdom of God. The 
“me” and “mine” issues of life have 
been cheerfully sacrificed to God, and 
are replaced by “Thou” and “Thine.” 

Obedience to His will results in true 
service in God’s kingdom: the kind of 

day.  

The funds offered for this first Mis-
sions Sunday will be equally divided 
between American missions and par-
ish-planting activities in Ghana and 
India. 

At the time of printing, a total of 
$2,891 has been reported from the 
following missions and parishes: 

 

 

On July 29, AD 2007, parishes of the 
Orthodox Anglican Church in the USA 
recognised our first Missions Sunday, 
collecting a special offering to support 
mission-planting in both the United 
States and overseas.  

We sincerely thank each person who 
donated for their enthusiasm and their 
participation in this very important 
offering. 

Likewise, we thank our clergy for their 
enthusiastic support of Missions Sun-

Christ Church Cathedral: $857 

Good Shepherd parish:  $725 

St Jude’s parish: $387 

St Augustine’s parish: $358 

Amazing Grace mission: $200 

Holy Cross mission: $120 

St Thomas parish: $100 

Holy Trinity mission: $94 

Chapel of the Atonement mission:$50 
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Alumni Affairs appointment 

The Very Rev'd Fr John D. Kennedy, 
SSP, Administrative Dean of St An-
drew's Theological College and Semi-
nary, is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of The Rev'd Fr Mark 
D’Amico, SSP, rector of St. Jude's 
Anglican Church, Tucson, AZ, to be 
the seminary's first Director of Alumni 
Relations.   

“As St Andrew’s moves forward on 
the path to future accreditation in the 
United States, it will be important for 
us to have a viable Alumni Associa-
tion backing the institution,” said Ken-
nedy. 

Fr D’Amico was an appropriate choice 
to lead the alumni affairs office be-
cause of his long time connection to 
the seminary. D'Amico, himself a St 
Andrew’s alumnus, is site coordinator 
of our Tucson center, an instructor in 
sacramental theology, and a doctoral 
candidate.   

According to Kennedy, the first two 
tasks of the new Director of Alumni 
Relations is to set up a data base of 
all alumni postal and e-mail ad-
dresses plus telephone numbers and 
to develop a system of delivery of 
products that alumni, faculty, and cur-
rent students can use to promote St 
Andrew's. 

>�>�>�

Gordon appointed Registrar 

Canon Kennedy also announced that 
the Revd Deacon Thomas Gordon 
has successfully completed a four 
month training internship in the Regis-
trar's office. Effective 1 September, 
Gordon was officially appointed Reg-
istrar of St Andrew's Theological Col-
lege and Seminary.  

Kennedy and all of the St Andrew’s 
staff wish to thank Fr Jerry Pfaff for 
his efficient tenure in the Registrar's 
position. Fr Pfaff left last April to begin 
Holy Cross Anglican Church, a mis-
sion church in Baraboo, WI. 

>�>�>�

worked together played a significant 
role in my decision. He knows how I 
think and understands the course we 
are charting. He knows what types of 
decisions I would make. It was logical 
that someone take the reins during 
extended overseas visits. Kennedy is 
the right choice.” 

>�>�>�

Links established with India 

St Andrew's has established a coop-
erative agreement with Bethania 
Theological College and Seminary in 
Chennai, India. 

The agreement includes a sharing of 
courses and expertise with the 
school. 

In addition, St Andrew’s will assist in 
the establishment and development of 
St Augustine’s Theological College 
and Seminary  in Sekondi, Ghana. 

>�>�> 

Growth means updating web site 

St Andrew's continues to draw stu-
dents on all three levels. 

Our bachelor's, master's, and doctoral 
studies are experiencing significant 
increases in enrolment. Inquiries are 
received almost daily. 

As a result of this and the newly de-
veloped courses of study, the St. An-
drew's web site will be updated in 
September to reflect these changes 
and additions. 

   

 

 

Visit St Andrew’s Visit St Andrew’s Visit St Andrew’s 
online!online!online!    

   
www.divinityschool.orgwww.divinityschool.orgwww.divinityschool.org    
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Department chairs named 

In other news, The Very Revd Dr Guy 
Dunklee, SSP, Academic Dean of St 
Andrew's, appointed the following 
Department Chairmen in the Spring of 
this year:  

The Revd Dr Samuel Hinton to lead 
the Department of Theology and Phi-
losophy; The Revd Dr William Parker 
to head the Department of History, 
Biblical Literature, and Apologetics; 
and The Revd Dr James Helton to 
guide the Department of Practical 
Ministry.  

>�>�>�

Faculty additions 

Dean Dunklee also announced the 
following new additions to the faculty:  

The Revd Fr Paul Castellano, assis-
tant professor of theology;  

The Revd Dr John Rybka, assistant 
professor of theology and church his-
tory;  

The Rev Michael McDonald, SSP, 
assistant professor of Old Testament;  

The Rev Anthony Quinn, assistant 
professor of New Testament;  

Mrs Heidi Hawks, assistant professor 
in Christian education. 

>�>�>�

 Kennedy to VP post 

The Most Revd Dr Scott E McLaugh-
lin, president of St Andrew's, an-
nounced the appointment of The 
Revd Canon John D Kennedy, SSP, 
to the position of vice president of St 
Andrew's Theological College and 
Seminary effective 12 September. 
This will be in addition to his duties as 
Administrative Dean.   

Given the archbishop’s increasing 
travels overseas as metropolitan of 
The Orthodox Anglican Communion, 
it became essential to have someone 
“take charge” in his absence. 

Says McLaughlin, “Canon Kennedy’s 
long association with the seminary, 
and the number of years we have 



On 15 May 2007, the Church is-
sued the following statement re-
garding the death of Reverend 
Jerry Falwell: 

Reverend Jerry Falwell has been 
an outspoken defender of tradi-
tional Christian values for many 
years. In a society that is increas-
ingly humanistic, he consistently 
urged our nation’s people to up-
hold Biblical teachings on life, 
marriage, and family issues. 

We are saddened by his sudden 
passing, but have great respect 
for his hard work and the princi-
ples to which he so faithfully 
stood. 

On 6 September 2007, the Church 
made the following statement: 

The Orthodox Anglican Church 
extends its deepest sympathy to 
the family of Dr D James Ken-
nedy, the staff of Coral Ridge Min-
istries, and the members of Coral 
Ridge Presbyterian Church at the 
loss of their fine husband, father, 
colleague, and pastor. 

The impact of Dr Kennedy’s long 
and fruitful ministry will be felt for 
generations to come. 

We have tremendous respect for 
his love of Christ, his decades of 
service to our Lord, and for his 
conservative views. 

In an age where many leaders of 
prominent ministries and large 
churches have drawn criticism and 
even controversy, Dr Kennedy re-
mained above reproach. 

We pray for God’s comfort upon 
all who mourn Dr Kennedy’s pass-
ing and we pray that the leader-
ship of the ministries dear to Dr 
Kennedy will steadfastly continue 
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Since our last issue, several men have advanced in their studies and prepara-
tion for ministry in The Orthodox Anglican Church. We pray for God’s blessings 
upon them as they work to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

 

Ordained to the diaconate:  

Deacon Massimo Dell’Aquila, Florence, Italy, 25 April AD 2007 

Deacon Gastone Bernacchi, Lido de Camaiore, Italy, 29 April AD 2007 

Deacon Thomas Gordon, Charlotte, NC, 2 June AD 2007 

Deacon Howard Morris, Chuluota, Florida, 2 June AD 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordained to the priesthood:  

Father Paul Castellano, Upland, CA, 3 June AD 2007 

Father Gerald Pfaff, Baraboo, WI, 3 June AD 2007 

Father James Murray, Myrtle Beach, SC, 12 August AD 2007 
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Dell’Aquila Bernacchi 

Murray Pfaff Castellano 

Morris 

Gordon 



As we approach one million members 
worldwide, there continue 
to be many exciting things 
happening within the Or-
thodox Anglican Com-
munion! 

Here are some items 
shared with us by US parishes, mis-
sions, and clergy...  

 

St Augustine's Anglican Church , Bry-
son City, NC (Fr Rusty Marts, Rector): We 
were blessed with the presence of the 
archbishop on 17 June, as he Confirmed 
into the Church Mr and Mrs Tony Quinn 
and Mr Cooper Reinert.  

On 18 July, Canon John Kennedy hon-
oured us with his presence as he installed 
Mrs Beth Quinn as an oblate of the Order 
of St Stephen the Protomartyr. Beth joins 
Mrs Judy Humbert of our parish as a fel-
low oblate in the Order.  

On 29 July, we celebrated our fourth an-
nual Parish in the Park, an open-air Mass 
celebrated in the beautiful Smoky Moun-
tain National Park. It was enriched with 
the baptism of three souls and a cookout 
following. 

We held a workday on Saturday, 25 Au-
gust. Our heartfelt thanks go out to the 
volunteers who selflessly labored to repair 
and maintain our church.  

On 26 August, we were pleased to wel-
come back the Gideon Bible Society as 
they shared with us their continuing efforts 
to spread the Gospel of Christ in written 
form. St Augustine's Anglican Church ex-
pressed her appreciation for the efforts of 
the Gideons with the best freewill offering 
ever given by our church, enabling the 
purchase of 155 Bibles!  

September will witness the inauguration of 
a sentinel event in the life of our church - 
the institution of Sunday School. Mrs Patty 
Ward with serve as Sunday School Super-
intendent and will teach the young chil-
dren. Mr Gus Higdon will teach our young 
people and Mr James Ward, postulant for 
Holy Orders, will teach the adults.  Sun-
day School will begin at 10:00am on 30 
September. Mass will then move to 11:00 
a.m.  

On 23 September, we will have a cookout 
following the Mass to celebrate the 
"kickoff" of our Sunday School program.  

Finally, our dear brother and Secretary of 
the Vestry, Mr. Denny Trousdale, has long 
and diligently to launch a web site for our 
church, and we are pleased to announce 
the activation of our web site.  You can 
visit us at www.ouranglicanchurch.com. 
The web site is a work in progress and 
many features will be added in the coming 
months.  Thanks, Denny!  

>�>�>�

Holy Trinity Anglican Church  , Concord 
/ Kannapolis, NC (Fr Patrick Maclean, 
Vicar): Holy Trinity continues to meet each 
Sunday afternoon at 2:30 at the Cannon 
Memorial YMCA in Kannapolis, North 
Carolina.  It is the only traditional Angli-
can church in Cabarrus County. The town 
of Kannapolis will experience rapid growth 
in the next few years as the North Caro-
lina Research Campus is completed. This 
joint effort between the State of North 
Carolina and several universities will cre-
ate the largest bio-technology laboratory 
in America and is expected to provide 
several thousand new jobs in the 
area. Holy Trinity's clergy and parishion-
ers look forward to welcoming new mem-
bers as the local population increases.���

>�>�>�

Grace Orthodox Anglican Mission , Up-
land, CA (Fr Paul Castellano): During a 
visit to the East Coast in June, Fr Paul 
met a gentleman who is part of a small 
group of 15-20 men interested in starting 
a Bible study. Amazingly, these men live 
within minutes of Fr Paul! How ironic that 
the Lord brought him 3,000 miles to dis-
cover an additional ministry opportunity 
five minutes from his home! 

Fr Paul has been visiting a nearby as-
sisted living residence in Pomona, spend-
ing time with some wonderful people who 
desired to partake of the Eucharist but 
were unable to attend local church due to 
their health issues. A number of these 
residents are interested in regular pastoral 
visits, as well! 

>�>�>�

St Jude's Orthodox Anglican Church , 
Tucson, AZ (Fr Mark D'Amico, Rector): 
Our Women’s Prison Ministry at Southern 
Arizona Correctional Rehabilitation Center 
has revealed our greatest work in that 4 
women were baptised in the past 40 days 
and 2 have completed Confirmation 
classes while 8 remain in classes with 

work to complete. We have gained 2 
women from this ministry after their re-
lease from prison and are expected to 
gain 2 more in 2008.  

Our Ministry of the Aged at Valley Reha-
bilitation Center continues every Friday 
where an Anglican Service is conducted 
and Holy Communion served to the sick, 
elderly, Alzheimer's and Dementia pa-
tients. 

The Vestry will resume active work in the 
church (following a summer break) during 
a dinner on 30 September at 5pm at Marie 
Callendar’s Restaurant. 

Sunday School and Confirmation Classes 
resumed on 3 September. 

>�>�> 

Holy Cross Anglican Church , Baraboo, 
WI (Fr Jerry Pfaff, Vicar): This new mis-
sion parish celebrated  it's first Holy Com-
munion service on 8 July. Holy Cross was 
able to secure the basement of the local 
Masonic Temple to hold services thanks 
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Murray. Follow up sessions will include an 
Advent series in November and a series 
about Christmas traditions in December. 

Opportunities for spiritual growth will of-
fered in the Fall. Beginning in October, Fr 
Jones will lead a Bible study class on 
Wednesday nights combined with a ser-
vice of Evening Prayer and Holy Com-
munion. A short healing service will be 
included. In January, Fr Murray will start 
Confirmation classes. This will include 
Good Shepherd’s first Confirmation class 
for children. 

Our first church picnic will be held on Sun-
day, 23 September at Myrtle Beach State 
Park. Worship service will be on the 
beach front at 11:00 AM. An alternate 
service will be held at the church at 9:00 
AM for those unable to attend the picnic. 

Fr Murray and Fr Jones have begun the 
process of starting a church in the 
Murrell’s Inlet area. Possible sites are 
being researched and a meeting of those 
interested will be held in late September 
or early October. 

>�>�> 

Fr Michael Clancy is now a chaplain (and 
a Captain) in the Maryland National 
Guard! 

US military chaplains serve both God and 
country by bringing their unique God-
given gifts to the soldiers, sailors, Ma-

rines, and airmen of our nation in the 
broad, challenging, diverse, and ever 
changing environment of the military. 

While the benefits and pay of a military 
chaplain are often better than what a 
priest normally receives, the requirements 
and stakes are much higher! Military 
chaplains are our nation's soldiers, sailors, 
Marines and airmen who minister to our 
nation's sons and daughters, and their 
families. 

Like any member of the military, they must 
endure the hardships, separations, and 
deprivations of those whom they serve. 
Like any priest, they must provide dy-
namic and genuine ministry with a shep-
herd's heart. There is currently a shortage 
in all services in the active, reserve and 
guard components.  

Perhaps God is calling you to this unique 
and vital ministry. If you are interested, 
speak with our official endorser, Fr James 
Helton. He is a retired Air Force chaplain 
and can guide you through the process. 

>�>�>�

 

to the help of Skip Blake who has become 
a regular attendee at its services. On 24 
August, we celebrated The Feast of Saint 
Bartholomew the Apostle, with our largest 
attendance to date. We currently cele-
brate Holy Communion on Sunday Morn-
ings at 9:30am, and celebrate all major 
Holy Days on the actual date assigned. 
Holy Cross is hoping to add regular week-
day services in the late fall and to add an 
inquirer’s class at that time, as well.  

>�>�> 

In late April, Fr Patrick Maclean partici-
pated in a conference in Williamsburg, 
Virginia that focused on charitable, philan-
thropic, and diplomatic efforts in the Holy 
Land. He worked with The Right Rever-
end Riah Abu El-Assal, the now-retired 
Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem, His Beati-
tude the Blessed Theodosius, retired Met-
ropolitan of The Orthodox Church in 
America, and The Most Reverend Dr Her-
bert Groce, Chief consecrator of our own 
Archbishop McLaughlin. 

>�>�>�

Anglican Church of the Good Shep-
herd , Myrtle Beach, SC (Fr Creighton 
Jones, Rector): Plans are to start an inter-
generational Sunday School program be-
ginning 30 September. Using guidelines 
suggested by Heidi Hawks, Christian Edu-
cation director for the archdiocese, the 
initial sessions will be in the form an in-
structive Eucharist led by Fr Jones and Fr 

The following letter of appreciation 
was received from Vicar General Wel-
bourne and the clergy and laity of The 
Orthodox Anglican Church in Ghana: 

3 August 2007 

Praise be to God now and for ever-
more! 

Your Grace, 

It is with much gratitude to God and 
with great joy in our hearts that you 
have safely arrived to join your family 
and the faithful. 

We continue to reflect about the great 
power of your visit to Sekondi, Ghana. 
This visitation is the sign that God has 
visited us. Each morning, in the 
prayer of the “Benedictus” - Blessed 

be the Lord God of Israel: for he hath 
visited, and redeemed his people, we 
can think about this visit of God. We 
sincerely believe that your visit remind 
us that the Lord walks along with us; 
that God is present; and that your 
commitment; all that you do that is 
great and beautiful for justice, and for 
peace, is for us, a sign of this pres-
ence of God whom we seek together. 

We thank you most sincerely for the 
historic visit to inaugurate the Church 
in Ghana, and also to perform the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to over 
one hundred new converts, among 
others. 

May we also express to you our heart-
felt thanks for both the inaugural mes-

sage and your sermon. We wish you 
could send copies for circulation to 
our parishioners and for the archives. 

Your visit undoubtedly was historic 
and has opened a bright chapter in 
the Church in Ghana and hope to 
strengthen our relations with other 
Churches. 

We would like to wish you, dear Pri-
mate and Archbishop, God’s help in 
your very important and responsible 
work. May the good Lord strengthen 
you in all your doings and may He 
keep you under His almighty protec-
tion. 

With God’s love, 

The clergy and laity  
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was asked to talk more and more 
about this “personal philosophy.” 

But I too often fail to have this philoso-
phy inform and direct my decisions 
and actions. In truth, I can’t even 
claim this as my own philosophy! I 
have simply seen this modelled in the 
pages of scripture. St. Paul is an ex-
ample. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the 
true pattern for all of us. Humbled to 
be born in the world (Phil. 2:5--8), His 
absolute obedience to His Father was 
the most distinguishing fact of His life 
(John 5:30; 6:38—40), with the final 
“good fruit” of the world’s salvation—

“good fruit” that we are planting and 
nourishing in Orthodox Anglican 
churches around the globe. Humility, 
obedience, and service are the virtues 
that help to produce the hundred-fold 
fruit that will remain after our days are 
ended and we are long forgotten. 

When I’d finished my explanation, the 
newspaperman blinked his eyes sev-
eral times, hurriedly picked up his 
pencil and said, “Can you repeat 
that?” 

My answer must have addressed a 
real spiritual need of those reporters 
in Ghana. For the rest of my visit, I 

surely the greatest service ever 
achieved! 

What is your “personal philosophy of 
life”? Have you taken the time to con-
sider the core values of which your 
life is the demonstration? Have you 
compared these basic characteristics 
to the life of our Lord? Someday we 
all will face a Questioner far more im-
portant than a newspaperman. In the 
Judgment every thought, word, and 
deed will be revealed.  

What will the “fruit” of your life be? 

 

enced Evening Prayer until you’ve 
experienced it around a camp fire with 
youth leading prayers and singing 
hymns! 

Our group currently consists of eleven 
youth who are of middle and high 
school age and three dedicated 
teams of adults; Jason and Audrey 
Ellis, the Rev. Tom and Janet Gordon, 
Randy and Heidi Hawks, and our hon-
orary chaperones/grandparents, 
George and Jeanne Eddy.     

The YOAC is planning monthly Satur-
day evening meetings, retreats and 

outreach projects to aid our new 
friends in India and Africa, which we 
will share with you in upcoming news-
letters. Please pray for our youth and 
leaders as we develop our new com-
munity! 

What’s new in the OAC? The YOAC! 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Kanna-
polis, NC and Christ Church Cathe-
dral, Lexington, NC have joined 
forces to create the Young Orthodox 
Anglican Community.   

This group has already gathered for a 
few events; a lock-in in March, a day 
retreat to Jackson Springs, NC in 
July, and their first monthly meeting at 
Christ Church in August.  

The day retreat to a private camp-
ground in Jackson Springs was espe-
cially memorable; you haven’t experi-

In our day to day lives, it is easy for 
us to procrastinate. We wait until to-
morrow to do something that we really 
should accomplish today.  

Often we have the right motive when 
we start, but somehow life with all of 
its twists and turns causes us to be 
sidetracked. We say we will get closer 
to God, and maybe even go to church 
more often. Yes, we will get to it, as 
soon as we can, maybe when there 
isn't so much going on. Yes, I'll pray 
the offices today as soon as I finish 
my coffee. Yes, I'll read the Bible as 
soon as I finish surfing the internet. 

Our life can be like the Old Testament 
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story of Jonah and the Whale. All of us 
probably remember that story.  It tells 
us in a simple way of our need to do 
what God asks us to do in our life.  

Jonah was sent to complete a task for 
God. Of course, Jonah had other 
plans, as we often do. In the end, try-
ing to run from God, Jonah winds up in 
the belly of the whale for three days 
and three nights. It took adversity to 
move Jonah to prayer. Out of compas-
sion, God had mercy and had the 
whale spit Jonah back up on the land. 
Then Jonah did what God asked and 
the results were more than Jonah 
could have imagined.  

It is a simple lesson for us, follow 
God, follow Him today! Lets us do 
what He commands and what He 
asks, the rewards will be more than 
we could imagine, they are eternal! 

-Fr Michael Clancy, SSP, Prior 
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The Orthodox Anglican Centre 

464 N County Home Rd �   Lexington, NC  �   27292 
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