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gional Ministers, who serve at the national level, but also 
the mayor and council of Sekondi. I was struck by the 
overt Christian faith of these politicians, who—unlike 
most of their American counterparts—openly provide 
support to churches and Christian causes of many types. 

I was privileged to meet with Peter Cardinal Appiah Turk-
son, the Roman Catholic Cardinal Archbishop of Ghana. 
We met for two hours at his residence in Cape Coast and 
had a lively and agreeable conversation about the role of 
Africa in the future of the Church worldwide, social and 
political concerns in Ghana, and the state of Christianity 
in the region. I later met with the chief Imam and other 
Muslim leaders at the Mosque in Sekondi, stressing the 
need for peace between Christians and Muslims.  

The highlight, however, was the consecration of Jacob 
Welbourne as bishop. The service, held outside due to a 
crowd of 1,000 people, was one of the most beautiful 
worship services I have ever seen or participated in.  

Last July, I promised the Orthodox Anglican faithful in 
Ghana that their Church would be led by them and for 
them. Now, nine months later, I had returned to Ghana to 
fulfil that promise. I am proud for our brothers and sisters 
in Ghana, and their new bishop. I ask your prayers for 
this Church, and for its leaders. 

“Lord, give me men to match Your vision and the focus 
You have given me!”  

Perhaps you are that man or woman, seeing the Lord’s 
Hand in our vision and willing to lend your hands and 
your heart to this work. The mission God has granted the 
Orthodox Anglican Communion spans the globe: it begins 
in your home and in your community; it will end with the 
final revelation of the Kingdom of God at the end of time.  
May God continue to bless our ministry, here and around 
the world! 
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I  wrote this short 
prayer in my travel 
journal on the third 
day of my visit to 
Ghana: “Lord, give 

me men to match Your 
vision and the focus You 
have given me!”  

The main purpose of my 
visit was to consecrate 
the first native Bishop for 
the Orthodox Anglican 
Church of Ghana, Jacob 
Augustine Welbourne.  

It was also a valuable 
opportunity to confer 
with two other African 

bishops in the Orthodox Anglican Communion: 
Archbishop Hesbon Njera, of Kenya; and Alphonse Mfika, 
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. We spent the 
day in conversation, ironing out details of an improved 
international organization for the Communion; the need 
for prayer books in East Africa, translated into Swahili; 
the dire need for better training of African clergy; and the 
practical needs of the Faithful in all parts of the continent. 

“Lord, give me men to match Your vision and the focus 
You have given me!”  

On our website, we proclaim “the world is our parish.” In 
Ghana, I saw this come to life. I cannot express deeply 
enough how this work affects one at the innermost of 
spiritual levels. It not only moves my heart, but pleases 
our Lord Jesus Christ. I only wish others from the USA 
were with me to share the tremendous events of this visit. 

During the week, I was honoured to meet Tribal Councils 
in Cape Coast, Elminah, and Sekondi (Sekondi is a large 
city in western Ghana. The bulk of our Church’s member-
ship live in and around Sekondi). I met with many govern-
mental leaders, including the Central and Western Re-
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The official newsletter of The Orthodox Anglican Church®. 

The Orthodox Anglican Herald is published quarterly by the Archdiocesan Office of Communications, 

464 North County Home Road, Lexington, NC 27292. 

 

The publication schedule is: Lent/Easter, Trinitytide, Michaelmas, and Advent/Christmas. Special editions are occasionally printed. 

(Editorial deadlines for the quarterly issues are, respectively: February 1, May 1, August 1, November 1) 

Photographs and submissions must be submitted in electronic format. (dmbessinger@yahoo.co.uk). 

 

Editor/Layout and design: David Bessinger, dmbessinger@orthodoxanglican.net 

Writers:  Archbishop McLaughlin (Headline stories, archepisocopal communications); Fr Michael Clancy (priory news); 

Canon John Kennedy (seminary news); Heidi Hawks (Christian education & youth), and other clergy/laity as noted. 

The language format of the Herald is UK English.  
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The Orthodox Anglican Centre at Christ Church Cathe dral 

464 North County Home Rd  �   Lexington, NC  �   27292 
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